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Acting as the Chair, Mr. Ranko Krivokapić, Chairman of the Montenegrin Parliamentary 
delegation to the EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, 
opened the first working day of the fourth Meeting.

Greeting the members of the Parliamentary Committee, the Chair said in his speech that 
Montenegro is characterised by a common will regarding the European integration, 
furthermore that the EU had given Montenegro very significant moments that additionally 
stimulated and encouraged further process of fulfilling obligations on the European path.  Mr. 
Krivokapić pointed out the fact that Montenegro had travelled a beneficial journey with the 
support of the EU, but also that Montenegro had always been a member of the European 
family.

Mr. Eduard Kukan, Chairman of the EP delegation to the European Union - Montenegro Stabilisation 
and Association Parliamentary Committee, pointed out that the last Opinion of the European 
Commission mirrored the positive impression of the EU regarding Montenegro’s progress. In addition, 
Mr. Kukan extended his congratulations on the existence of the common consensus regarding the joint 
path toward the EU and said that the efforts of Montenegro are much appreciated in the EU. He 
expressed his assurances that Montenegro is at the verge of opening negotiations in which local 
parliaments play a very important role.

1. Adoption of the Agenda

As there were no objections or previously submitted amendments to the Draft Agenda, the 
Chair concluded that the Agenda was adopted unanimously with the suggested wording.
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2. The Adoption of the Minutes of the Second Meeting of the Stabilisation and Association 
Parliamentary Committee 

Members of the Parliamentary Committee had no objections to the previously submitted  
Minutes, so it was adopted with the suggested wording.

3. State of play of EU-Montenegro relations - remaining requirements for opening 
membership negotiations: exchange of views with representatives of the 
Montenegrin Government and of the European Commission

Members of the SAPC of the Parliament of Montenegro and the European Parliament were 
addressed by Mr. Milan Roćen, Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Mr. 
Stefano Sanino, Director-General for Enlargement in the European Commission and Mr.  
Leopold Maurer, Head of Delegation of the European Union in Montenegro. 

The Minister Roćen stated that all structures involved in the process of European integration 
continue to work towards achieving 7 (seven) key recommendations, adding the overall 
Montenegro’s progress on its European path. Reminding on the recently adopted Resolution 
of the European Parliament on Montenegro, the Minister pointed to the negotiating structure 
formed so far, and expressed belief that, in June, Montenegro will have had a clear picture of 
the realized, which will contribute to the positive decision on obtaining a date for opening of 
negotiations. 

Appreciating the positive reviews so far addressed to Montenegro, Mr. Stefano Sanino, 
Director-General for Enlargement in the European Commission said that the process of 
European integration implies inclusive process, namely, the process including different 
structures. Mr. Sanino praised the consensus of political parties regarding full integration of 
Montenegro in the EU, and pointed to the importance of the role of national parliaments in the 
overall integration process. He also pointed out the need for continuity regarding reform 
process in different fields such as justice, fight against corruption and organized crime, media 
freedom, institutional capacity building and other. 

Mr. Leopold Maurer, the Head of the Delegation of the EU in Montenegro, who addressed the 
meeting on behalf of Ms. Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the EU for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, assessed the Resolution of the European Parliament on 
Montenegro as positive sign and confirmation to the efforts and progress it made, along with 
the belief that Montenegro will, with help of political dialog, continue to fulfill the 
forthcoming obligations on its future integration path. Montenegro has an important role in 
establishing stability in the region, said Mr. Maurer, and expressed belief that the further 
Montenegro’s progress will be additional stimulus for the whole region. 

4. Follow up to the recommendations adopted during the third SAPC meeting in Brussels 
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The following members took part in the discussion on item four of the Agenda: Ms. Tanja 
Fajon (MEP), Mr. Milutin Simović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Vasilije Lalošević (Deputy Head 
of the Montenegrin Delegation), Ms. Doris Pack (MEP), Mr. Branko Radulović (Montenegrin 
MP), Mr. Jelko Kacin (MEP), Mr. Genci Nimanbegu (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Miodrag 
Vuković (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Goran Danilović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Ranko Krivokapić 
(Head of the Montenegrin Delegation), Mr. Francesco de Angelis (MEP), Mr. Predrag 
Bulatović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Obrad Mišo Stanišić (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Eduard 
Kukan (MEP), Mr. Slaven Radunović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Antonio Cancian (MEP) , Ms. 
Ulrike Lunacek (MEP) and Mr. Suljo Mustafić (Montenegrin MP).

During the discussion, MPs spoke about constitutional amendments, amendments to the 
Election Law, reforms in the field of justice, importance of freedom of expression of the 
media, but also about the necessity of media accountability. Discussion was also marked by 
the comments on certain legal solutions such as the Law on Maritime Area, the Law on Public 
Order and the Law on Restitution of the Taken Away Property Rights and Compensation, but 
also on position of minorities and displaced and internally displaced persons in Montenegro. 

5. Capacity building for absorption of the EU funds on state and local level 

The Chair gave the floor to Keynote Speakers of the item five of the Agenda, MEP Mr. 
Francesco de Angelis and members of the Parliament of Montenegro, Mr. Miodrag Vuković 
and Mr. Genci Nimanbegu.

Following members took part in the discussion regarding the suggested item of the Agenda: 
Mr. Jelko Kacin (MEP), Mr. Branko Radulović (Montenegrin MP) and Mr. Alberto 
Cammarata (Head of the Political, EU Integration and Trade Section).

MPs agreed that assets from the EU funds should be special segment of interest of each 
country and in that regard all available possibilities should be overviewed, and that their 
withdrawal and directing may play very important role in realization of European policies. It 
was stated during the discussion that absorption possibilities show capacity of the applicant 
countries, along which it was noted that Montenegro has the capacity to use them. 

During the discussion MPs talked about projects that are being realized in Montenegro 
through IPA components. It was pointed to the need of simplification of procedures for assets 
usage on the European level, as well as on strengthening of administrative capacities on all 
levels regarding introducing the overall applying process, and strengthening of local self-
governments was noted as necessary. 

6. Reduction of discrimination – implementation of the current legal framework

Keynote Speakers to the item six of the Agenda were Ms. Ulrike Lunacek (MEP), Ms. Nada 
Drobnjak and Mr. Slaven Radulović, Montenegrin MPs.
The following MPs took part in the discussion: Mr. Goran Danilović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. 
Vasijlije Lalošević (Montenegrin MP), Ms. Tanja Fajon (MEP) and Mr. Genci Nimanbegu 
(Montenegrin MP).
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Achievements of Montenegro regarding establishment of institutional but also 
implementation of legal framework directed towards reduction of discrimination were 
presented during the discussion. Regarding that, it was pointed out to the set of educational 
activities, media campaigns, but also to the activities that the Gender Equality Committee of 
the Parliament of Montenegro was focused on. MPs emphasized in particular the position of 
Roma population, and assessed that it was not improved sufficiently, explaining that their 
integration as very difficult. 

Discrimination on national origin and marginalization of minority communities were also 
pointed out during the discussion.

7. Progress in fight against corruption and organized crime

The following MPs took part in the discussion on item seven of the Agenda: Mr. Jelko Kacin 
(MEP), Mr. Duško Marković, the Minister of Justice and Human Rights, Mr. Goran Danilović 
(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Obrad Mišo Stanišić (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Francesco de Angelis 
(MEP), Mr. Branko Radulović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Predrag Bulatović (Montenegrin MP), 
Mr. Milutin Simović (Montenegrin MP) and Mr. Vasilije Lalošević (Montenegrin MP).

Efforts in the fight against corruption and organized crime through implementation of legal 
framework were positively assessed by the members of the Parliamentary Committee. 
Regarding that, it was assessed that the process of fight against corruption and organized 
crime implies continuity regarding reforms, which will guarantee that it is not about selective 
fight or only about 'pompous' cases, but that all individual cases will be prosecuted to the end. 
It was pointed out to the need of establishing a parliamentary working body, with the 
competence of inquiring high level corruption cases, but also to engaging resources on all 
levels, which would deal with specific cases, such as public procurement, privatization 
process, eventual corruption in education system, health care and other.
The efforts concerning regional cooperation, set of signed Agreements and adoption of the 
Strategy of the Government of Montenegro, as particularly important segment in fight against 
corruption and organized crime, were recognized.

On the other side, the discussion was marked by dissatisfaction of the part of members of the 
Parliamentary Committee on situation concerning fight against corruption and organized 
crime, explained by arguments of law adoption, bad implementation, and marginalization of 
the Parliament in that process.

MPs agreed that corruption and organized crime is the problem affecting the whole 
community, why it would be necessary to act preventively and adopt general directions for the 
fight against this phenomenon. 

8. Economic developments

The following MPs took part in the discussion on point eight of the Agenda: Mr. Antonio 
Cancian (MEP), Ms. Jutta Steinrusk (MEP), Mr. Branko Radulović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. 
Zoran Vukčević (Montenegrin MP) and Genci Nimanbegu (Montenegrin MP). 
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When it comes to overall economic development, the need for creating conditions for work 
and development within the country itself was pointed out during the discussion, as well as 
directing of focus towards regional and international cooperation in the field of economy. 
MPs agreed that it was necessary to plan and implement the program, with necessary 
investment to infrastructure as well as to small and medium sized enterprises, which were 
assessed as the key of future economic development. When it comes to Montenegro, 
recommendations were directed towards tourism sector, which could be highly qualified and 
important for its development.

During the discussion the focus was on the current situation in Montenegro as well, that is on 
measures taken for improving business environment through legal framework, then enabling 
of budgetary stability as well as on the strategic document, National Program for Integration, 
which defines issues such as managing debts, pre-assessing negotiations, the Strategy of 
regional development and the Strategy of development of small and medium sized enterprises 
and other.

The discussion was marked by protest on terms of inequality in the level of development of 
the region, and also the problem of decentralization which hinders development on local 
levels. 

9. Adoption of recommendation

Members of Stabilization and Association Parliamentary Committee of the Parliament of 
Montenegro and European Parliament, expressed points of view on introduced amendments to 
the proposal of recommendation from the Fourth Meeting, followed by the adoption of the 
document with the declaration and recommendations. 

10. Any other business

None.

11. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting

At the end of the Meeting it was agreed that the next meeting of SAPC will take place on 28th

and 29th November in Brussels.

Fourth Meeting of members of the EU and Montenegro Stabilization and Association 
Parliamentary Committee adjourned at 13.30 p.m. on 3rd April 2012. 
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